202            THREE YEARS IN MANIPUR

of resisting attack in the time before Burmah
was annexed, when armies of raiders used
to come  down  upon Manipur with hostile
intent; and it was a place which could easily
be held against an attacking force, provided
big guns were not brought to bear upon it.
The Manipuris were well armed, and supplied
with ammunition.    The Maharajah had four
mountain guns which had been presented to
his father by our Government in return for
services which he had rendered in times gone
by.     The Jubraj understood perfectly how
to work these guns.    We had seen him fire
them   himself  for   our   amusement   on   an
occasion   already  described,   and  we  knew
he  would  be   perfectly  cognizant of  their
powers of destruction when the opportunity
occurred  to bring   them  into  play against
us.     Of course we,  who were left at  the
Residency,  did not  know what was going
on round the Jubraj's house, where all the
firing  seemed  to  come from.     From  time
to time stray bullets came over our heads